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NEW MEMBERS
The South Florida PGA would like to welcome the following new members to the Section: 

John Chambers, PGA 		  A-1 		  Palmetto Pine Country Club
Gia Fanelli, PGA 			  A-11 		  PGA of America Nat’l Office
Shane Keenan, PGA 		  A-8 		  Miami Beach Golf Club
Michael Korenoski, PGA 		  A-8 		  Quail Ridge Country Club
Daniel Loucks, PGA 		  A-8 		  Lexington Country Club
Dennis Rye, PGA 		  A-8 		  The Polo Club of Boca Raton
Glenn Scapin, PGA 		  A-8 		  Naples Lakes Country Club
Christopher Weller, PGA 		  A-8 		  Raptor Bay Golf Club

NEW APPRENTICES
The South Florida PGA would like to welcome the following new apprentices to the Section: 
 
Christopher Smith 		  B-8 		  Admiral’s Cove
Steven Marsh 			   B-8 		  Palm Aire CC - Oaks Course
Yosvani Barreiro 			  B-8 		  Doral Golf Resort & Spa
 
APPRENTICE	LE VELS 		  PASSED  
Justin Bertsch			   B-8		  Hideout Golf Club		 R1
Bethany	Denzer			   B-11		  PGA of America Nat’l	 N1
Michael	 Korenoski		  A-8		  Quail Ridge Country Club	 R3
Jesse Murray			   B-8		  The Breakers Ocean Course	R1
Ryan Norton			   B-8		  Boca Grove Golf & TC	 R1
Jose Reyes			   B-8		  Orangebrook Golf Course	 R2
Ryan Richardson			   B-8		  Hammock Bay Golf & CC	 R1
Dennis Rye			   A-8		  The Polo Club of BR	 R3
Anthony Sama			   B-8		  PGA Golf Club		  R1
Glenn Scapin			   A-8		  Naples Lakes Country Club	 R3
Stephen Tague			   B-8		  Woodmont Country Club	 R1

HALF CENTURY CLUB
Congratulations to PGA member Jim Hightower,  who was elected to the Half Century Club 
of the PGA of America, an elite group of members who have served the PGA with honor and 
pride for 50 years.

SFPGA SENDS ITS CONDOLENCES
PGA Member Jerry Wood passed away September 15, 2011 at the age of 66. Jerry is survived by 
his wife Nancy and son Jerry Jr.  The South Florida PGA sends its deepest condolences to the 
Wood family.

IT’S ALMOST BUILD TIME FOR HABITAT
In early February 2011, the Foundation Board of Directors agreed to donate $50,000 towards 
Habitat for Humanity of Lee County to sponsor a home in late 2011. For the past seven years the 
South Florida PGA Foundation has been working on smaller charitable campaigns. Under the 
direction of a new Foundation Board, the South Florida PGA Foundation has decided to strive 
for a major campaign with a national partner. Habitat for Humanity of Lee County was chosen 
as the first Habitat affiliate to partner with the South Florida PGA Foundation. The first build 
dates of 2011 have been selected. Mark your calendars for October 15-22nd.  Volunteers are still 
needed for the build, please contact Meredith Schuler at 561-729-0544 to sign up.

PAT PASSERS
Congratulations to the following golfers who passed their Players Ability Test Friday, Septem-
ber 30th at San Carlos Golf Club:

David Allyn
Michael Anderson

Craig Bendall
Zach Billingsley

Scott Brehm
Dennis Budny
Luke Burbach
Brian Burnett
Doug Dalzotto
Jordan Debonis

Joseph Dileo
Justin Dudas
Paul Everett

Robert Famiglietti

contact information
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Anthony Guagliardo
Lloyd Johnson

Damon Kull
Nick Maietta

Garrett McCarraher
Shawn McCormick
Andrew McGrath

Frazer Moore
Thomas Moore
Dan Nishiguchi

Tim Perkins
Justin Peterson

Paul Robito
Tim Schroyer

Chad Tipmore
Cory Titensor

Chris Wenstrom
Brecken Whitfield
Nathan Wiegratz

35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FLORI-
DA STATE SENIOR OPEN
The Naples Beach Club will once again be hosting this historic event  
October 14th-16th.  Kicking off the 54-hole championship is the Bobby 
Goodman Memorial Pro-Am which will be contested October 13th.  
The deadline to register is Saturday, October 8th at midnight.    The 
Florida State Senior Open is open to all South Florida PGA members, 
apprentices and permanent residents of Florida whether amateur or 
professional who have reached the age of 50 before October 14th.  The 
Bobby Goodman Pro-Am is open to professionals and amateurs of any 
age.  Click here to register for either event.  

MICCOSUKEE CHAMPIONSHIP OPEN 
QUALIFYING
Open qualifying for the Miccosukee Championship, a Nationwide 
Tour event, will be held on Monday, October 10th at Plantation 
Preserve Golf Course and Jacaranda Country Club.  The top seven (7) 
qualifiers from each site will gain entry into the Miccosukee Champi-
onship.  Click here to register online before entries close on Wednes-
day, October 5th at 5:00 pm.  

SMILING FORE LIFE EXPANDS TO 
LEE COUNTY
On Tuesday, September 20th, South Florida PGA Professionals Mark 
Hamstra and Andy Scott visited The Children’s Hospital of Southwest 
Florida for the first time, bringing golf to the young patients and to 
put smiles on all of their faces.  The Children’s Hospital of Southwest 
Florida is the third hospital to conduct this South Florida PGA Foun-
dation program called “Smiling Fore Life”, and we look forward to its 
success moving forward. Click here for more.

ANNUAL AWARDS & HALL OF FAME 
DINNER
On Tuesday, November 8th the South Florida PGA will host the An-
nual Awards & Hall of Fame Dinner at Parkland Golf and Country 
Club.  PGA Tour Professional, Bob Murphy and South Florida PGA 
Professional, Tom Wildenhaus will be inducted into the Hall of Fame, 
Don Law will be recognized as Golf Professional of the Year, and eight 
other PGA Professionals will be recognized as 2011 Section Award 
Winners during this event.   Please mark your calendars now!

FOR SALE
The Legacy Golf & Tennis Club in Port St Lucie has some items for 
sale including Wittek Range Supplies, trays, softspikes, Pro 2000 Yard-
age Markers, and more! Please contact PGA Head Professional Danny 
Visconti at 722-466-7888 x104 for more information.

CHALLENGE CUP CAPTAIN CHOSEN
Congratulations to PGA member John Calabria for being selected as 
the Challenge Cup captain. The Challenge Cup is October 25-26 at 

“I don’t know any 
golf pros who don’t 
love what they’re 

doing.”

Byron Nelson
professional golfer

quote of the month

Disney - Magnolia. Here is 2011’s Challenge Cup team members:

Alan Morin
Chris Kaufman
Paul Scaletta
JD Murray
John Lee
Ed Sabo

FRED HARKNESS NAMED FLORIDA 
STATE SENIOR HONOREE
Fred Harkness, PGA Director of Golf at Jonathan’s Landing was recently 
named the 2011 Florida State Senior Honoree.  Fred’s devotion to the game 
of golf and its growth make him a deserving recipient for this award. Fred will 
be honored by participating in the Bobby Goodman Memorial Pro-Am on 
October 13th where he will strike the first shot and be honored at the awards 
reception following the tournament. 

2011 SFPGA AWARD WINNERS AN-
NOUNCED
Congratulations to the following 2011 South Florida PGA Awards Recipients, 
and thank you to the Awards Committee for all their hard work in selecting 
these individuals.  Winners will be recognized at the Annual Awards & Hall of 
Fame Dinner on November 8th at Parkland Golf & CC. For more informa-
tion on each individual winner, please visit our website here. 

Golf Professional of the Year - Don Law
Teacher of the Year - John Webster

Bill Strausbaugh Award - Chris Toulson
Horton Smith Award - Kevin Compare

PGA President’s Plaque Award - Judy Alvarez
Junior Golf Leader - Bill Scott

Assistant of the Year - Jon Arthur
Merchandiser of the Year (Private) - Cameron Weibe

Merchandiser of the Year (Public) - Mike Dopslaff
Merchandiser of the Year (Resort) - Jim Feipel

Salesperson of the Year - Don Goering (Titleist)

Dennis Meyer
Ric Nalyd
Joe Allinder
Jason Hrynkiw
Scott Richardson
Chris Trout

https://extranet.pgalinks.com/evtssa/evtssashop.display_results?p_format=110&p_return_url=&p_return_url_name=&p_event_id=&p_daterange=any&p_state_cd=%25null%25&p_sponsor=195&SubmitButton=Show+Schedule
https://extranet.pgalinks.com/evtssa/evtssareg.custid?p_event_id=100029685&p_item_id=ENTRY&p_order_serno=&p_format=110&p_cart_id=&p_return_url=&p_return_url_name=
http://www.news-press.com/article/20110921/ENT10/109210347/With-golf-comes-joy-relief?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|Sports|p
http://www.sfpgagolf.com
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PRO’S ON THE GO
 
 PRO				    TO					     FROM

	 	 	 	 	 	
Christopher Holtrop	 unattached				    A-4 – Club at Mediterra
James Whitmore		  A-13- Wildcat Run G & CC 		 A-13- Pelican Sound Golf & RC
Steve Koskuc			  A-1 – Woodlands CC		  A-8 – Woodlands CC
James Mason			  B-9 – Coral Hospitality		  A-13 – The Plantation G & CC
Dan James			   A-13 – Via Mizner Golf & CC	 A-13 – CC of Coral Springs
Bill Freising			   A-4 – CC of Coral Springs		  A-1 – CC of Coral Springs
Harry Parker			  unattached				    A-1 – Lago Mar Country Club
Chris Waller			   unattached			                  A-13- Lake Worth Golf, Crs.
Greg Wetzel			   A-13 – Vero Beach CC	  	  unattached
Paul Crespo			   A-19 – Ship Sticks, LLC		  A-1 – Parkland G & CC
Steven Oldfield		  A-1 – Club at Mediterra		  A-1 – Carolinas Section
William Delayo, Jr.		  A-13 – Tiburon Golf Club		  A-13 – TPC Treviso Bay
Gary Wilcox			   Life Member Active			  A-13 – Tiburon Golf Club
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pga golf management at fgcu
PGA President Allen Wronowski Inspires FGCU students 

SFPGA Intern Franki Youse, PGA President Allen Wronowski, PGA Golf Man-
agement studentJohn Pack at the 3rd annual FGCU Mentoring Event

On Friday, August 26, 2011, PGA President Al-
len Wronowski attended the 3rd Annual Florida 
Gulf Coast University’s PGA Golf Management 
Program Mentoring Event as an honored guest 
and keynote speaker.

The event, held in the Sugden Resort and Hos-
pital Management building on FGCU’s campus, 
kicked off a special partnership between first-
year FGCU PGA Golf Management Students 
and Southwest Chapter PGA volunteer mentors.

FGCU Internship Coordinator Marty Hall es-
tablished the mentoring program as a way to 
create close ties between FGCU’s students and 
local PGA professionals.   Tara McKenna, Di-
rector of the program at FGCU, said, “Our first 
year students are treated to a tremendous oppor-
tunity to thrive in our industry from day one.  To 
have the President of the PGA in attendance fur-
ther marks the importance our mentor program 
to our members and highlights the need for them 
to give back to our Association.”

The PGA members attend the event and then gra-
ciously give their time throughout the academic 

year to help students prepare for their first industry jobs, pass the Playing Ability Test, and successfully complete their PGA 
required work experience activities.   Hall stated, “We have some of the best PGA talent in the industry right here in our back 
yard.  Our students benefit from the years of management and instructional experience the mentors have to offer.”

Hall added, “PGA Professional Golf Management Advisory Board members, Tom Wildenhaus, Jeff Raimer and Ed Weber, 
deserve special recognition as they have been instrumental in the success of the program from day one.  Current and past 
chapter presidents Ben Bryant and Bill Constantine, have also played a vital role in recruiting and educating our mentors.”

This year, the professionals in attendance not only got to know their freshmen protégés, but were treated to inspiring pre-
sentations by PGA of America President, Allen Wronowski. He spoke in depth about the Golf 2.0 initiative and provided 
invaluable professional advice to both mentors and students alike.

In response to the FGCU PGA Golf Management Program first year student Emily Yi says, “”The Mentoring Program was a 
huge success because every first year student was paired up with a Class A PGA member.  And what really hit the Mentoring 
Program off, in my opinion, was that the President of the PGA, Alan Wronowski, took time off from his busy schedule to 
come to FGCU to talk to us about how excited he was to be at FGCU and how great the PGM Program is!”

Big thanks to the following PGA Professionals who 
help to mentor FGCU’s PGA Golf Management 
students:
Mike Arthur, Pete Beringer, Ben Bry-
ant, Karl Bublitz, Audie Burger, Tyler 
Clauson, Bill Constantine, Steve Cox, 
Roger Curran, Charlie Dannewitz, Jim 
Demaille, Mark Doss, Andrea Drake, 
Todd Elliott, Jim Feipel, John Gardner, 
Dan Gawronski, Joe Groch, Dan Han-
sen, Kevin Laframboise, EJ McDonell, 
Mark Moffatt, Danny Mullaly, Rick 
Neet, Jeff Nixon, Tom O’Brien, Will 
Paull, Ben Pittman, Bob Radunz, Jeff 
Raimer, Rick Rainville, Emily Ranney, 
Chris Sheehan, Perry Smith, Don Tracy, 
Jim Tureskis, Hugh Vaughn, John Wade, 
Shawn Ward, Steve Waugh, Ed Weber, 
Michael Weiler, Chris Weller, Gary Wil-
cox, Tom Wildenhaus, Andy Zullo. PGA Golf Management Director, Tara McKenna, kicks off the event with a 

FGCU PGA Golf Management Program Update
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patriot golf day a success

Jupiter Country Club 
On September 2, 2011, JCC 
had 72 players for a 1:00 
shotgun.  During the month 
leading up to the event, the 
facility asked for members 
and their guests to purchase 
raffle tickets to win several 
items from the pro shop.  In 
addition, on the day of the 
event, JCC held a silent auc-
tion.  

“The event was just as fun 
for us to run as it was for the 
participants to play in.  That 
being said, we are the most proud of the $6,071  we raised!” - 
John Barrett, First Assistant PGA Golf Professional at Jupiter 
Country Club
Pictured Left: John Barrett and Mike Walker at JCC ; PIctured 
top right: PGA General Manager Barrett White giving opening 
remarks

The Vineyards Country Club
“We raised around $13,000. It was lots of hard 
work but worth it. We gave our recipient Jo 
Davison her scholarship. She was very happy, 
Lovely family. It really made the day!” - Tom 
Metzger, PGA Director of Golf at The Vine-
yards

Pictured: Tom Metzger, PGA Director of Golf 
and Jo Davison from the Patriot Golf Day 
event held at the Vineyards over Labor Day. 

Thank you to all our SFPGA 
facilities who participated in 
this year’s Patriot Golf Day!

...in their own words



tournament news
SFPGA Professional Championship

L to R: Kenneth Patterson, Alan Morin

6

	 Alan Morin of Lake Worth extended his own career 
record to four victories in the South Florida PGA Professional 
Championship this September 28-29, 2011 at Mayacoo Lakes 
CC.
	 An assistant professional at The Falls Country Club, 
Morin, 42, outdueled Gene Fieger of Naples to win by five 
strokes at Mayacoo Lakes Country Club, 131 to 136. They had 
shared the first round at six under par 65.	
	 Morin led by one shot after he bogeyed the par-4 15th 
hole from a greenside bunker shortly after returning to the 
course following a lightning delay. Then he birdied the 16th and 
17th. Alan made par-4 at the 18th.
	 Morin’s previous wins in the tournament were in 2002, 
2006 and 2008. This victory also clinched SFPGA Player of the 
Years honors for Morin for the sixth time, hence a berth in the 
PGA Tour’s Honda Classic in March at PGA National.
	 Morin won three of the SFPGA’s four major champion-
ships this year, missing out in the Section Championship when 
he bogeyed the 54th hole to lose by a stroke to Christopher 
Kaufman of Boca Raton at Hideout. Earlier this year Morin 
won the Southeast Classic and the South Florida Open.
	 “It’s one of the best years of playing golf I’ve ever had,” 
Morin said, “and I can’t explain it, other than some of the tour-
naments I only made one or two bogeys, like this one, this after-
noon at No. 15. I’ve just played pretty solid all year.”
	 Click here for full results. Special thanks to PGA Head 
Professional Cary McGaughey, as well as the rest of the staff 
at Mayacoo Lakes CC.
	 The following players qualified for the 2012 PGA Pro-
fessional Championship taking place June 24-27, 2012 at Bayo-
net Black Horse in Seaside, California.  
 

Alan Morin
Gene Fieger
Paul Scaletta
Shawn Hall
Ken Martin

Matt Newman
Jerry Tucker

Jim Karr
Jay Westerlund

Lee Stroever The 2011 South Florida PGA 
Professional Championship 

was 
presented by Club Car, Mer-
cedez-Benz, and Omega and 

supported by Titleist/FootJoy, 
Callaway Golf, Nike Golf, and  
TaylorMade adidas Ashworth.

Pictured below, L to R: Nike Golf Representative Phil Lugo; 
Alan Morin; and Pete Byman of Nike Golf
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Junior Tour #8 presented by The Honda Classic
Presented by:

Supported by:

The South Florida PGA Junior Tour is proudly presented by  
The Honda Classic & supported by Allianz Championship, Club Med Golf Academy, Don 

Law Golf Academy, Palm Beach County Sports Commission, The Men’s Fun Group at 
Mirasol, Oakley and Titleist.

junior news
The South Florida PGA 
Junior Tour presented by 
the Honda Classic hosted 
Event #10 at Wyndemere 
Country Club in Naples. 
The Green and White 
course provided a true test 
of golf for 88 South Florida 
Juniors. 

Anthony Meyers of Cape 
Coral claimed his 1st Over-
all Title of the season 
shooting 72-76 for a two-
day score of 148. Coming 
in tied for 2nd with a 152 
was Michael Primavera 
of Naples and Richard 
Donegan of Okeechobee. 

In the Girls Overall division, Epiphany Prophet of Hialeah claimed her 1st title 
of the season with a 77-74-151. Coming in 2nd place was Claudia De Antonio from 
Weston with a 79-76-155. Finishing 3rd was Jamie Freedman of Miami with an 
83-73-156. 

Ty Strafaci of Davie claimed his 5th title of the year in the Boys 12-13 age division 
with 75-71-146 to win by 3. Coming in tied for 2nd with a 149 was Andrew Kozan 
of Palm Beach Gardens and Kaleb Johnson of Naples. 

In the Girls 12-13 age 
division, Zora Gittens 
claimed her 3rd title in a 
row by shooting 84-77-
161. Emily Faulkner of 
Palm City came in 2nd 
with a 81-85-166. Fin-
ishing 3rd with a 87-81-
168 was Story Shaw of 
West Plam Beach. 

The next South Florida 
PGA Junior Tour event 
will be at Eastpointe 
Country Club October 
15-16. 

L to R: Kaleb Johnson, Ty Strafaci, Andrew Kozan (this was Ty's 
5th win this season)

L to R: Story Shaw, Zora Git-
tens, Emily Faulkner



a message from a partner

AMERICAN EXPRESS/ 
PGA FRIEND OF A CARDMEMBER
•	 ATTRACT	NEW	GOLFERS	TO	YOUR	FACILITY
•	 BOOST	YOUR	EXISTING	CUSTOMERS'	SATISFACTION
•	 GAIN	EXPOSURE	TO	MILLIONS	OF	AMERICAN	EXPRESS	CARDMEMBERS

ENROLL NOW ON PGALINKS.COM

American	Express	Cardmembers	who	book	and	pay	for	a	lesson	with		
an	American	Express	Card	can	bring	a	friend	at	no	additional	cost.

Register to participate in the American Express/ 
PGA Friend of a Cardmember program today!
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education

SFPGA Tournament Director Andrew Miller

rules with drew

Excuse Me, Sir

Why is it that when we talk about our round of golf 
we always mention the bad break we received?  I can 
hear it now, “My round was going so smoothly until the 
14th hole when my ball kicked into the fairway bunker 
and I made double.  Can you believe that bounce?”  (Of 
course when telling our stories we conveniently forget 
to mention the multiple times the golfing gods were 
good to us.)

The reason for my rhetorical question is not to have 
you try to explain human nature or do any soul search-
ing.  It is simply asked to get you to think about 
times you benefitted by things outside of 
the game.  For instance, that time your approach 
shot bounced off another ball and ended up closer to 
the hole than it would have.  Or how about the time 
your putt ricocheted off a loose impediment or anoth-
er players ball mark and found its way to the bottom 
of the hole?  In this month’s article I will try to explain 
when the player may or may not gain, according to the 
rules, assistance from another ball, a ball marker, a ball 
mark or a loose impediment.

Let’s say you’re playing a par five and you’ve hit your 
third shot to about three feet.  Your fellow competitor 
lies in a greenside bunker and is thinking to himself, 
‘geez that ball is serving as a nice backboard’.  As you 
are walking up to the green he addresses his ball and 
is preparing to play when you say, “Hey, let me put a 
mark on that.”  Your fellow competitor, not wanting to 
wait, decides he is going to go ahead and play.  Is there 
a penalty?  

Rule 22-1 tells us, “that if a player considers that a ball 
might assist any other player, he may lift the ball if it is 
his ball or have any other ball lifted.”  Obviously, your 

ball was in a position to assist your fellow competi-
tors and needed to be marked and lifted.  As your fel-
low competitor has prevented you from proceeding 
under Rule 22-1, he would be disqualified for a breach 
of Rule 3-4 which states, “If a competitor refuses to 
comply with a Rule affecting the rights of another 
competitor, he is disqualified.”  I am sure the fellow 
competitor didn’t realize by not allowing you to mark 
your ball that he would receive such a severe penalty 
but as Rule 6-1 tells us, ignorance is not a viable 
defense.  (Decision 3-4/1)
  
A few holes later, you’re on the putting green again 
and have marked your ball.  You’re using one of those 
new poker chips to mark the position of the ball... 
which in my opinion, are not very practical however 
there is nothing in the Rules of Golf to prevent them.  
Your fellow competitor (not yet knowing that he is 
going to be disqualified for his previous breach) is lin-
ing up his putt.  You notice that your large ball marker 
is aiding your fellow competitor in lining up his putt 
or could assist his play.  You walk over to your ball 
mark and prepare to move it one or two club lengths 
to the left.  Your fellow competitor says, “No, I want 
your ball marker left where it is.”  Is this permitted?

  The answer is no and the reason is two-fold.  First, 
Rule 8-2b tells us, “that a mark must not be placed 
anywhere on the putting green to indicate a line for 
putting.”  Second, the ball marker must be moved as 
it would be assisting the fellow competitor in his play 
of the hole, Rule 22-1.  As the fellow competitor made 
issue with you moving your ball mark, it was evident 
he was attempting to breach either of these Rules 
whether he knew it or not.  If you don’t move your 
ball marker, you and your fellow competitor would 
be disqualified under Rule 22-1 which says, “In stroke 
play, if the committee determines that competitors 
have agreed not to lift a ball that might assist any 
competitor, they are disqualified.”  (Decision 20-1/11)

A few days later you and your assistant are in a heat-
ed match coming down the stretch.  You’re one up 
playing the par three sixteenth hole.  You almost 
hole your tee shot however the ball bounces off the 
flagstick and ends up 10 feet from the hole.  Your 
assistant, feeling the pressure pushes his ball and it 
winded up 12 feet from the hole.  You walk up to the 
green and survey your putt shaking your head at your 
misfortune.  You bend down to repair your ball mark 
when your assistant say, “Don’t touch that.  I don’t 
want that repaired.”  You say, “It’s my ball mark.  I can 
repair it if I want too.”  The ball mark is very close to 
the hole and may assist your assistant in his play of 
the hole.  Who’s right?  Well, this might be one of the 
few times the boss is wrong.  
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upcoming events
October 10
Miccosukee Open Qualifier
at Plantation Preserve / Jacaranda

October 13
Bobby Goodman Pro-Am
at Naples Beach Club

October 14-16 
Florida State Senior Open
Supported by Naples Beach Club & 
Pepsi Cola
at Naples Beach Club

October 15-16
Junior Tour #11
Presented by The Honda Classic
Supported by Titleist, Don Law Golf 
Academy, Club Med Golf Academy, 
Palm Beach Sports Commission, 
Allianz Championship and The Fun 
Group at Mirasol
at Eastpointe CC

October 25-26
Challenge Cup Matches
Disney - Magnolia

October 26-29
First State PGA Tour Q-School
PGA Golf Club

October 31
Player Ability Test
Atlantis Golf Club

November 3-4
Senior Challenge Cup Matches
North Florida Section

November 12-13
Junior Tour #12
Atlantis Country Club
Presented by The Honda Classic
Supported by Titleist, Don Law Golf 
Academy, Club Med Golf Academy, 
Palm Beach Sports Commission, 
Allianz Championship and The Fun 
Group at Mirasol
at Eastpointe CC

If you repair a ball mark, even though it’s yours, affecting 
your assistants play, you would lose the hole under Rule 1-2.  
Rule 1-2 states, “A player or caddie must not take any action 
to influence the position or the movement of a ball except 
in accordance with the Rules.”   Since it was not your turn to 
play you are not permitted to do anything, except in accor-
dance with the Rules, that would affect your assistants play.  
If it was your turn to play you would be permitted to repair 
the ball mark no matter what.  The ruling would be the same 
in stroke play.  (Decision 16-1c/2)
Your assistant made his putt on the sixteenth hole, you 
missed and the seventeenth hole was haved.  So the match 
goes the eighteenth all square.  

You and your assistant are both on the green in regulation 
with you 8 feet below the hole and your assistant 10 feet 
above the hole.  Some leaves have blown onto the green so 
your assistant is removing the lose impediments between 
his ball and the hole.  You start to remove the leaves be-
tween the hole and your ball and again your assistant say, 
“What are you doing?  Please leave those leaves where they 
are.”  Your assistant has a slick down-hill putt and wants the 
loose impediments behind the hole to serve as a backstop 
should he miss his putt.  Is this permitted?  

Just like before the assistant is correct.  You have no right 
to remove the loose impediments affecting his line of play 
when it is his turn to play.  To do so would also be a breach of 
Rule 1-2.  In equity (Rule 1-4), your assistant my replace the 
loose impediments you lifted.  However, Decision 23-1/10 
tells us, “In the absence of a request not to remove loose im-
pediments affecting the player’s play, an opponent or fellow 
competitor who does so incurs no penalty.”  (Decision 23-
1/10)

I hope you enjoyed reading this month’s article.  If you had a 
unique situation or question at your club regarding the rules 
of golf, please email me so that I may share it with the entire 
membership. amiller@pgahq.com


