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Good luck to SFPGA Professionals Alan Morin, who 
will play at the Honda Classic, and Chris Kaufman, 

who will play at the Puerto Rico Open. 

Alan Morin, PGA
The Falls Country Club

Chris Kaufman, PGA
Boca Raton Resort & Club

...MORE
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NEW MEMBERS
The South Florida PGA would like to welcome the following new members to the Section: 

Michael Bronkema, PGA 		  A-8 		  Parkland Golf & Country Club
Robert Lenkey II, PGA 		  A-8 		  Ft Lauderdale Country Club
Natalie J. Tucker, PGA 		  A-6 		  unattached
Mark Drenga, PGA 		  A-8 		  PGA Center for Golf Learn&Perf
Glenn Hansen, PGA 		  A-8 		  Everglades Club
Henry Kuehne, PGA 		  A-3 		  PGA Tour

NEW APPRENTICES
The South Florida PGA would like to welcome the following new apprentices to the Section: 
 
Timothy Perkins 			  B-1 		  Westminster Golf Club
Justin Smith 			   B-8 		  Bonita Bay Club
Thomas Garby 			   B-8 		  Quail Ridge Country Club
Joseph Trombetti			  B-8		  Boca Grove Golf & Tennis Club
Kevin Hendricks 			  B-8 		  Royal Palm Country Club
Patrick Ronayne 			  B-8 		  Piper’s Landing Country Club
Mark Reischer 			   B-8 		  Doral Golf Resort & Spa
Michael Valicenti 		  B-8 		  Atlantic National Golf Club
 
APPRENTICE	LE VELS 		  PASSED  
Brian Antonopoulos		  Tequesta Country Club	 R1
Douglas Brendel			   Hideaway Country Club	 R1
Santos Caceres			   Crandon Golf Academy	 N1
Robert Cupper			   All Golf @ CB Smith Park	 R1
Drew Donnelly			   The Sanctuary Golf Club	 R1
Nick Dwyer			   West Bay Club		  R2
Charles Gilmore			   The Rookery at Marco GC	 R1
Darren Goeke			   Pelican Marsh Golf Club	 R1
Jacob Myers			   Naples Lakes Country Club	 R1
Michael Myles			   Crandon Golf Academy	 R1
Colin Nicholson			   Boca Raton Resort & Club	 N1
Philip Pellerito			   Pelican Marsh Golf Club	 R1
Tim Perkins			   Westminster Golf Club	 N-0
Clay Poff			   The Quarry		  R1
Rob Porter			   Hole-In-The-Wall Golf Club	R1
Mark Reischer			   Doral Golf Resort & Spa	 R2
Joshua Ross			   Stoneybrook GC of Estero	 R2
Bobby Ruzzi			   Don Law @ Osprey Pointe	 R1
Justin Smith			   Bonita Bay Club		  N-0
Peter Swanson			   PGA National Golf Club	 R1
Michael	 Valicenti		  Atlantic National Golf Club	N-0
Eric Woodward			   Ocean Reef Club		  R2
Kyle Young			   Trump International GC	 R1

QUARTER CENTURY CLUB
Congratulations to PGA member Joe Pace, who was elected to the Quarter Century Club of 
the PGA of America, an elite group of members who have served the PGA with honor and pride 
for 25 years.

SFPGA SENDS ITS CONDOLENCES
PGA member Ernest Boros passed away December 1, 2011 at the age of 83. He is survived by his 
mother Elizabeth Boros. Steven Mullen, PGA also passed November 26, 2011 and is survived 
by son and daughter Steven and Jennifer Mullen. Paul Bondeson, PGA passed away Novem-
ber 27, 2011 at the age of 71 and is survived by wife Shirley Bondeson. The SFPGA sends its 
deepest condolences and prayers to these three families.

WALK WITH A PRO DURING THE HONDA CLASSIC
Each year over 45 South Florida PGA Professionals volunteer their time to serve as a walking 
non-playing Pace of Play ambassador’s during the Honda Classic Gold Pro-Am. This unique 
opportunity affords PGA Professionals a chance to walk alongside a PGA Tour Professional 
and their amateurs to ensure that the group finishes their round in a timely manner. This year 
the event will be played on Wednesday, February 29th at PGA National Golf Resort & Spa. All 
volunteers will receive 5 MSR credits, along with two week long ticket books to The Honda 
Classic. If you are interested in helping please contact Meredith Schuler at mschuler@pgahq.
com or 561-729-0544.

contact information
SOUTH FLORIDA SECTION, 
PGA OF AMERICA
186 Atlantis Boulevard
Atlantis, FL / 33462

PHONE / FAX
561-729-0544 / 561-729-0914

EMAIL
sflorida@pgahq.com

WEBSITE
www.sfpgagolf.com

PRESIDENT
Brian Peaper, PGA

VICE PRESIDENT
Warren Bottke, PGA

SECRETARY
Mark VanDyck, PGA

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Steve Cox, PGA

SOUTHERN CHAPTER PRESIDENT
Dick McNeill, PGA

SOUTHEAST CHAPTER PRESIDENT
Rick Heard, PGA

SOUTHWEST CHAPTER PRESIDENT
Ben Bryant Jr., PGA

ISLAND CHAPTER PRESIDENT
Brian Shaver, PGA

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Geoff Lofstead

ADVISORY BOARD
Paul Anderson 
Rick Bayliss
Steve Sponder
Ken Kennerly
Jim O’Connor
Peter Lund

contact

mailto:mschuler%40pgahq.com?subject=Walk%20with%20a%20Pro
mailto:mschuler%40pgahq.com?subject=Walk%20with%20a%20Pro
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MODERNIZING TEACHING WITH MIKE 
HEBRON, PGA
On February 13th and 14th at The Wanderers Club in Wellington, PGA 
Professional Mike Hebron will be conducting an education seminar 
on modernizing instruction. One MSR credit will be received for each 
hour attended. For more information click here or call The Wanderers 
Club at 561-795-3501.

2012 PGA COMPENSATION SURVEY
Make sure you complete the 2012 PGA Compensation Survey on PGA-
Links. Your participation will help provide you and your fellow PGA 
Professionals with accurate compensation information when you need 
it for negotiations, job searches, and budgeting. It will also assist those 
of us who work with employers on your behalf in our efforts to upgrade 
compensation for all PGA positions.

All individual responses are completely confidential, so please take 
a few minutes and complete the survey. PGA members who com-
plete the survey prior to March 16, 2012 will receive 2 MSR credits 
(maximum 5 survey credits per MSR cycle). Visit PGALinks.com to 
complete yours today! 

PAT PASSERS
Congratulations to the following who passed the Players Ability Test 
December 1st at Park Ridge Golf Course.

Mike Berger
Andres Botero

Dan Bruce
Andy Buege

Josh Camitta
Andy Choi
Jason Clark
Chris Didio

Andrew Gerlach
Scott Gottko

Paul Gustafson
Devin Harkness

Alexander Hoyos
Stephen Keller

Dan Lanman
Meghan Mahoney

Teddy Perkins
Michael Postorino

Paul Rifenberg
Carrie Rowe

Richard Smolen
Lynn Stebbins

John Wolfe

WIN A HONDA THROUGH 
BIRDIES FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM
Birdies for Children is program affording The South Florida PGA 
Foundation with an opportunity to team up with The Honda Classic to 
raise funds to support Foundation activity.  The program is simple, any-
one wishing to support the SFPGA Foundation makes a simple dona-
tion of $20 or more, guesses how many birdies they think will be made 
during the entire 4 rounds of the 2012 Honda Classic, and automati-
cally has a chance to win a 2012 Honda Insight Hybrid if they guess the 
correct amount of birdies.  100% of the proceeds plus a 10% matching 
donation courtesy of The Honda Classic will go back to the South Flor-
ida PGA Foundation.  We encourage you to distribute this information 
to your members at your facility in support of the South Florida PGA 
Foundation.  Click here for more details about the program. 

95th PGA ANNUAL MEETING 
UPDATES
Last Monday and Tuesday the 95th PGA of America Annual Meeting 
of the Membership was held in Orlando. This meeting was heav-
ily focused on Golf 2.0 and featured a panel discussion with PGA of 

“You don’t hit 
anything with your 

backswing. So don’t 
rush it”

Doug Ford
professional golfer

quote of the month

America Officers, CEO Joe Steranka and Golf 2.0 Senior Director Darrell 
Crall.  Along with the Golf 2.0 initiative, three resolutions were debated by 
the delegates with two passing.  To watch the video of the annual meeting 
click here. 

DO YOU WANT TO EARN MSR CREDITS? 
PGA Professionals are needed to give free 10 minutes golf lessons during 
the Play Golf America Events at the Allianz Championship and The Honda 
Classic. We are looking for Sunday February 12 10am-12pm and 12pm-2pm 
at the Allianz, and The Honda Classic will be March 1-4 with times 10am-
12:30pm and 12:30-3pm. For more information or to volunteer contact 
mschechter@pgahq.com.

2012 COLLEGE SEMINAR
The South Florida PGA held its annual College Seminar Saturday, January 
14th at Via Mizner Golf & Country Club in Boca Raton. Topics discussed 
included the PGA Golf Management program, NCAA rules and regula-
tions, communications with coaches, recruiting process, resumes and 
videos, official and unofficial visits, and personal perspectives from a 
student athlete and a parent of a student-athlete.  A big thank you to all of 
our speakers:

Tara McKenna – Florida Gulf Coast University (Director of PGA Golf 
Management Program)

Joe Vogel – Florida International University (Head W. Coach)
Angelo Sands – Florida Atlantic University (Head M. Coach)
Sarah Trew – Florida Gulf Coast University (Head W. Coach)

Julie Garner – Rollins College (Head W. Coach)
Monique Garcia – Florida International University (Assistant Compliance 

Director)
Brooke McPoyle – Student-Athlete

Denise Jakows – Parent of a Student-Athlete

http://www.sfpgagolf.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Mike-Hebron-Education-Sem.pdf
http://www.pgalinks.com
http://www.sfpgagolf.com/foundation/third-party-fundraisers/birdies-for-children/
http://www.pgamediacenter.com/videos/2012_am_golf20.cfm
mailto:mschechter%40pgahq.com?subject=Play%20Golf%20America
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Tickets fore Charity 				        Smiling fore Life
foundation news

Annually The South Florida 
PGA Foundation gets involved 
with numerous organizations 
who serve as third party fund-
raisers for the Foundation to 
help raise additional funds to 
support the various programs 
that the South Florida PGA 
Foundation conducts.  For the 
past four years The South Flor-

ida PGA Foundation has partnered with The PGA Tour 
and the TICKETS fore CHARITY program, a third 
party fundraising program held in conjunction with the 
World Golf Championship Cadillac Championship at 
Doral, to raise funds through tickets sales for the event. 

This unique program affords our Foundation with the 
potential for an unlimited amount of revenue to be gen-
erated.  Individuals purchasing tickets for the World 
Golf Championship Cadillac Championship through 
the TICKETS fore CHARITY program have the op-
portunity choose a charity of their choice, with 100% of 
the net proceeds of any ticket purchased benefitting that 
charity.  With just one month left to purchase tickets, we 
are asking for your help in spreading the word amongst 
your members or friends who you know are interested 
in attending.  Click here for more information about the 
program or to purchase tickets today! 

After two successful 
years of providing golf to 
young hospital patients 
throughout the South 
Florida Section, The 
South Florida PGA Foun-

dation has received additional support to help fund 
the Smiling Fore Life Program from the Florida Ju-
nior Golf Council.   A special thanks to the Florida 
Junior Golf Council for their $7,000 grant to The 
South Florida PGA Foundation in support of the 
Smiling Fore Life Program.  

With the help of six South Florida PGA Profession-
als, the Smiling Fore Life Program has touched over 
600 young children throughout the South Florida 
community.   

In April 2010, the South Florida PGA Foundation 
created Smiling Fore Life, a program encouraging 
SFPGA Professionals to visit local children’s hos-
pitals weekly. These visits help bring golf into chil-
dren’s lives who may be experiencing hardship, and 
allows children an opportunity to forget about their 
challenges and enjoy a fun and new activity.

There are currently three hospitals participating in 
this program, Joe DiMaggio Children’s hospital in 
Hollywood, Florida,  St. Mary’s Parent-Child Cen-
ter in West Palm Beach, and the Childrens’ Hospital 
of Southwest Florida in Fort Myers.  The program 
affords SFPGA Professionals the opportunity to get 
more involved in the local community. 

 
PRO’S ON THE GO

 
 
PRO				    TO						      FROM
						    
Ryan Gilbert, PGA		  A-1 – DelTura Country Club, N. Ft. Myers	 unattached
Cory Schaub, PGA		  A-1 – Tiburon Golf Club, Naples		  A-1- Hammock Bay G & CC
Chad  Nigro, PGA		  A-4 – Tiburon Golf Club, Naples		  A-1 – Tiburon Golf Club
Michael Saccameno,PGA	 A-1 – GC @ Fiddler’s Creek, Naples		  A-8 – GC & Fiddler’s Creek
Richard Rainvelle, PGA	 A-9 – WCI Communities			   A-13 – Hammock Bay G & CC
James Whitmore, PGA	 A-13 – Pelican Sound Golf & River Cl, Estero	A-13 – Wildcat Run G & CC,Estero
Jeffrey Willenberg, PGA	 unattached					     A-13 – Bahia Beach Resort, PR
John Barrett,PGA		  A-1 – Jupiter Country Club, Jupiter		  A-8 – Jupiter CC, Jupiter
William DeLayoJr. PGA	 A-13 – Wildcat Run G & CC, Estero		  A-13 – Tiburon GC, Naples
Chris Waller, PGA		  A-6 – Cypress Creek CC, Boynton Bch	 A-13 – Lake Worth CC, Lake Worth
James Feipel, PGA		  A-8 – Tuscany Reserve GC, Naples		  A-1 – Tiburon GC, Naples
Dustin McCabe,PGA		  A-13 – Lake Worth GC, Lake Worth		  A-13-Park Ridge GC,Lake Worth
Andrew Michael		  B-1 – Jacaranda CC, Plantation		  B-8 – Jacaranda CC, Plantation
Shane Warriner, PGA		 A-1 –Arrowheard GC, Davie			   unattached
James Doulin, PGA		  unattached					     A-1 – Ft Buchanan GC, PR
	

http://www.sfpgagolf.com/foundation/third-party-fundraisers/tickets-fore-charity/
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SFPGA Professional Dave McNulty and the First Tee of the Palm Beaches of-
fer a brand new SPIN on golf lessons using the Paramobile, an all-terrain adapted 
golf cart for physically limited players. Teaching lessons weekly at the Palm Beach 
County Therapeutic Recreation Services in Lake Worth, Dave and the Paramobile 
offer wheelchair users a new level of freedom and independence.

The Paramobile was originally designed for disabled golfers. With its strong chas-
sis frame, the Paramobile can cope with gradients of up to 30 degrees and sideways 
inclinations of about 17 degrees. The Paramobile will turn automatically into a safe 
position should these limits be exceeded. The design allows for an absolutely se-
cure footing in any position.

Chuck, a regular student at Dave’s Monday lessons, is a former golfer and happy to 
have the ability to swing a club again, thanks to the Paramobile. “I had a good drive 
back in the day, and I’m working on it each week with Dave. I’m looking forward 
to getting out on the golf course and playing a regular hole. I haven’t been a regular 
golfer since my wife made me choose between golf and my eight children!” joked 
Chuck.

Mickey, another of Dave’s students, also cracked jokes as Dave and an assistant 
strapped him into the chair. “I never played golf before, but I played a lot of base-
ball. This chair is something else… the first time it stood me upright I almost 
passed out! I don’t do a lot of standing on my own these days.”

The therapeutic benefits of the golf game for physically limited players are im-
mense. It 
stimulates 
the me-
t a b o l i s m , 
s t r e t c h e s 
the mus-

cles, reduces spasticities and enhances the mobility of their joints. 
The all-terrain Paramobile with its patented stand-up device com-
bines practical know-how with innovative ideas for maximum play-
ing fun. Its unequalled stability when the golfer is hitting the ball en-
ables performance that is comparable to those of non-handicapped 
players.

“This device actually offers even more than the ability to golf. You 
can take it out on the beach or take it fly-fishing! Believe it or not, 
the wheel design on the Paramobile actually causes less damage on 
the green than this sneaker I’m wearing,” said Dave. “There are less 
limitations for disabled players now more than ever.”

Dave first learned of the Paramobile when he saw golfer Anthony 
Netto using one at the Honda Classic in 2010. After discussing the 
details, the Florida Golf Council’s License Plate Program purchased 
a Paramobile for The First Tee of the Palm Beaches. “They aren’t 
cheap, but they are incredibly functional. Paramobiles run around 
$20,000,” said Dave.

Dave teaches lessons weekly using the Paramobile and just started 
taking students out soon to play regular holes of golf at the First Tee’s 
location in West Palm Beach.

The South Florida PGA is proud to further the mis-
sion of the First Tee and the PGA Professionals that 
work to support its mission. ...continued on next page 

A New Spin on Golf Lessons

SFPGA Professional Dave McNulty (right) and 
student Chuck using the Paramobile

Mickey hitting balls at PBC Therapuetic Recreational 
Services

Below: Dave tees up for Mickey during his golf lesson



“Dave is a great example of the charitable work that is done on a daily basis throughout 
South Florida by PGA Professionals and this program demonstrates how important golf 
can be in the rehabilitation process. This is an illustration of what the First Tee of the 
Palm Beaches does in the community in addition to their great work at the Michael B 
Finnegan learning center in Dyer Park,” said Geoff Lofstead, Executive Director of the 
South Florida PGA.
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sfpga pros in the community

Get Out and Teach a Vet Today

Join PGA member Ken Burnette of 
Placid Lakes Country Club in offer-
ing military veterans who served the 

United States overseas a FREE intro-
duction to the game of golf! 

“My name is Ken Burnette and I have been a Golf Pro and member of the PGA 
for over fifty (50) years.  I have worked on Golf Courses most of my life.  I have 
been a Pro, a Teacher and Manager of Golf Clubs.  From directing large scale 
tournaments to handling handicaps, I've pretty much seen and done it all.                                                  
 
But what am I most proud of?  My ability to teach others to play golf.  From the 
simplest aspect of the game to the more complex.  I love to teach.
  
As a Korean War  Veteran (1953) and a Teaching Pro, I have decided to 
offer every Military Veteran who served our coun-
try overseas a FREE introduction to the game of 
golf.  And I urge every PGA member in America to 
do the same.  By offering a free set  of lessons to our vets, it gives them 
an opportunity to learn and play the game we have all come to enjoy.
 
SFPGA Pros - join me in extending this invitation to all Golf Clubs in Florida 
and all of America.  Spread the word!”

Ken Burnette, PGA

...cont: A New Spin on Golf Lessons

Photos: Dave’s 
students play 
three regular 

holes of golf at 
The First Tee of 

the Palm Beaches 
location in Dyer 

Park

Above from L to R: WAVY Navy vet Joe Adamson; 
Ken Burnette, PGA; Ken Adamson, Army vet
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2012 partners
The following confirmed companies will support the South Florida Section as 2012 partners:

 
 
 

Adams Golf
Allianz Championship

Antigua
Appitise

Boca Grove Country Club
BoxGroove

Callaway Golf
Club Car

Club Med Golf Academy
Country Club of Coral Springs

E-Z-GO
Florida Junior Golf Council

Ft. Lauderdale Country Club
Global Golf Sales
Golf Scorecards

GolfBuddy
KBS Shafts
Kirk & Matz

Maui Jim
Mizuno

Nike Golf
Ocean Reef Club

Palm Beach Sports Commission
PGA National Golf Resort & Spa

Polo Ralph Lauren
Semino Casino - Immokalee

Ship Sticks
SNAG Golf

Stoneybrook Golf Course of Estero
Sun Mountain

TaylorMade adidas
TaylorMade adidas Ashworth

Tee-Links Marketing
The Fountains Country Club

The Honda Classic
The Links At Boynton Beach

 Winners Award Group
The Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club

Tire Kingdom
Titleist/FootJoy

Winners Award Group

 

Mercedes-Benz

KitchenAid

RBC Bank

Southworth

PGA Tour

AMEX

Pepsi

Omega

Cobra Puma

Nike Golf

Titleist FootJoy

TaylorMade adidas  

Ashworth

Callaway Golf

National Rental Car

NATIONAL 
PARTNERS

SUPPORTING &  
PRESENTING  
PARTNERS
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Junior Tour Kicks off 2012 Season
Presented by:

Supported by:

The South Florida PGA Junior Tour is 
proudly presented by The Honda Classic 
and supported by Allianz Championship, 
Club Med Golf Academy, Don Law Golf 

Academy, Palm Beach County Sports 
Commission, The Men’s Fun Group at 

Mirasol, and Titleist. 

junior news
On Saturday and Sunday, February 4-5, one-hundred and four junior golfers will compete 
at Club Med at Sandpiper Bay in Port St. Lucie, FL.  The first event of the 2012 South 
Florida PGA Junior Tour season has a very strong field.  Competing this weekend are the 
following: 2011 Boys 14-18 Player of the Year Derron Peyton of Boynton Beach, 2011 Ed 
Ficker award winner Jackson Shoenfelt of Boyton Beach, 2011 Girls 12-13 Player of the Year 
Emily Faulkner of Palm City, as well as Port St. Lucie residents: Jackson Huang, Taylor 
Sukmana, and David Torres. 
 
This 36-hole, stroke play event is a 9am shotgun start both Saturday and Sunday.  Players 
will be re-paired on Sunday by low score.  Awards will be given to the first through third 
place winners in each age division (Boys/Girls 12-13, 14-15, 16-18) as well as to the overall 
boy and overall girl winners of the event on Sunday, following play.  All South Florida PGA 
Junior Tour events are ranked by the national Junior Golf Scoreboard ranking system.  
Pairings are now available on the South Florida PGA website.

The SFPGA Junior Tour presented by The Honda Classic is a membership-based tour 
open to boys and girls ages 12-18 in South Florida with the aspirations and skill levels to 
compete at the High School and Collegiate level and features some of South Florida's 
most talented junior golfers.  The schedule for this season includes a wide array of first 
class facilities in South Florida.

The South Florida PGA Junior Tour, run under the South Florida PGA Foundation, is 
committed to its mission of keeping membership and tournament-related costs low while 
providing first-class quality golf at seventeen championship courses throughout South 
Florida over the course of the Junior Tour season.  For more information on the Junior 
Tour, please visit the South Flori-
da PGA website at www.sfpgagolf.
com and click on Junior Golf.    

The South Florida PGA Foun-
dation is a not-for-profit organi-
zation founded to support the 
South Florida community, with 
a focus on junior golf, education 
and scholarships, and charitable 
gifting.  The South Florida PGA 
Foundation falls under the direc-
tion of the of the South Florida 
PGA, a not-for-profit organiza-
tion comprised of over 1,600 men 
and women PGA Professionals 
dedicated to growing participa-
tion in the game of golf.
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education

SFPGA Tournament Director Andrew Miller

rules with drew

Looking the Other Way

Rule 6-1 expressly states that the player and his caddie 
are responsible for knowing the Rules.  What happens 
when a player sees his opponent or fellow competi-
tor breach a Rule and the player decides to look the 
other way, ie; not apply the penalty or inform his op-
ponent or fellow competitor that s/he has breached a 
rule?  How should the committee deal with the player 
who overlooked the breach?  What happens to the op-
ponent or fellow competitor who breached the rule?  
In this month’s segment of Rules with Drew I will try 
to answer those questions while using Decisions as ex-
amples.  

Before trying to answer those questions, it is impor-
tant to note that when an opponent, marker or fel-
low competitor overlooks a breach of a Rule by the 
player, the assumption is that the player is unaware s/
he is breaching the Rule.  If the player knew s/he was 
breaching a Rule or was in breach of a Rule, the Ruling 
would be different.

In a Match Play competition, Note 1 under Rule 2-5 
states, “A player may disregard a breach of the Rules by 
his opponent provided there is no agreement by the 
sides to waive a Rule (Rule 1-3).  Rule 1-3 states, “Play-
ers must not agree to exclude the operation of any 
Rule or to waive any penalty incurred.”  The key word 
in both Rule 1-3 and the Note to Rule 2-5 is Agree.  If 
there is no agreement, there is no breach.  For exam-
ple, if a player watches his opponent take several prac-
tice swings in a bunker grounding his club each time (a 
violation of rule 13-4) and the player decides not to call 
the penalty on his opponent, then there is no agree-
ment, thus there is no breach.  However, if there is an 
agreement or understanding of a breach, then there is 
a penalty for overlooking the breach.  For example, in 

the situation given above, if the player while watch-
ing his opponent breach Rule 13-4 tells him/her, you 
are not allowed to ground your club in a bunker while 
taking practice strokes but I don’t care and I’m not 
going to make a claim.  In this instance there is an 
agreement between the players.  Thus they would 
both be disqualified for a breach of Rule 2-5.  Another 
example is Decision 1-3/4 which states, “In a match, 
a player discovers at the 2nd hole that he has 15 clubs 
in his bag contrary to Rule 4-4a, but his opponent re-
fuses to apply the penalty. The extra club is declared 
out of play and the match continues. What is the rul-
ing?  Both players would be disqualified for a breach 
of Rule 1-3 since the players agreed to waive the pen-
alty incurred under 4-4a.  So, if you’re feeling gener-
ous and don’t want to apply a penalty for a breach of a 
Rule by your opponent, make sure you don’t tell your 
opponent you’re overlooking the breach.   Once your 
opponent is informed of the breach, you are no lon-
ger overlooking the breach which results in an agree-
ment if a penalty is not enforced.  

Overlooking a penalty in a stroke play competi-
tion is slightly different from match play.  Decision 
33-7/9 states, “The responsibility for knowing the 
Rules lies with all players. In stroke play, the player 
and his marker have an explicit responsibility for the 
correctness of the player's score card.  There may, 
however, be exceptional individual cases where, in 
order to protect the interests of every other player in 
the competition, it would be reasonable to expect a 
fellow-competitor or another competitor to bring to 
light a player's breach of the Rules by notifying the 
player, his marker or the Committee.  In such excep-
tional circumstances, it would be appropriate for the 
Committee to impose a penalty of disqualification 
under Rule 33-7 on a fellow-competitor or another 
competitor if it becomes apparent that he has failed 
to advise the player, his marker or the Committee 
of a Rules breach with the clear intention of allow-
ing that player to return an incorrect score.”  One of 
the more important concepts from this Decision is 
that a marker/fellow competitor needs to “protect 
the interests of every other player.”  For example, if a 
marker or fellow competitor sees a player breaching 
a rule, then s/he needs to call a penalty on that player.  
The marker/fellow competitor has an obligation to 
the rest of the field to call that penalty.  If the penalty 
isn’t called, s/he is affecting the outcome of the com-
petition.     

Another example of overlooking a penalty in stroke 
play would be Decision 1-3/6 which states, “In stroke 
play, B failed to hole out at a hole. A few holes later 
he realized he had erred. A, B's marker and fellow-
competitor, was aware both that B had infringed the 
Rules and that B knew this, but nevertheless he signed 
B's card. B was disqualified under Rule 3-2 (Failure 
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rules cont.
to Hole Out). Should A, who knowingly 
overlooked the breach, be penalized?  A 
should have been disqualified for a breach 
of Rule 1-3.”  This Decision reiterates the 
concept previously introduced in Deci-
sion 33-7/9 emphasizing  the importance 
of the markers responsibilities in stroke 
play.   If the marker were to sign a score-
card which he knew was incorrect due to 
his fellow competitors’ failure to include 
a penalty the marker knew the competi-
tor had incurred, the marker could suffer 
the same fate as the fellow competitor, 
disqualification.  Decision 6-6a/5 is one 
more example of this concept and it says, 
“In stroke play, a competitor returned a 
wrong score because his score card did 
not include a penalty he had incurred. 
The competitor was unaware that he had 
incurred the penalty. The competitor's 
marker (a fellow-competitor) was aware 
of the penalty but nevertheless signed the 
card. The facts were discovered before 
the result of the competition was officially 
announced.  The competitor is, of course, 
disqualified (Rule 6-6d). Is the marker 
also subject to disqualification?  Yes. The 
Committee should disqualify the marker 
under Rule 33-7.”  

In match play it is understandable that 
a player is permitted to overlook an op-
ponents’ breach of a Rule because the 
competition is played between just the 
two sides.  However, in stroke play, every 
competitor is playing against every other 
competitor in the competition.  Thus a 
player has an obligation to the rest of the 
field to keep the fellow competitors in 
his group honest since the rest of field is 
not present.  Therefore, it makes perfect 
sense that a player would be held account-
able for overlooking a breach of a Rule in 
stroke play.  As I explained in the second 
paragraph, the assumption when over-
looking a penalty is that the opponent, 
marker or fellow competitor is not aware 
they have incurred a penalty.  The situa-
tion becomes more cloudy when the op-
ponent, marker or fellow competitor is 
aware they are breaching a Rule or have 
breached a Rule and are trying to get away 
with it.  I will leave the explanation of that 
for a future Rules with Drew column.  

 
 
 

February 2
Allianz Pre-Qualifier
At The Fountains CC - North

February 4-5
Junior Tour #1
Presented by the Honda Classic
Supported by Allianz Championship, Club 
Med Golf Academy, Don Law Golf Academy, 
Palm Beach County Sports Commission, The 
Men’s Fun Group at Mirasol, and Titleist 
At Club Med

February 6
Allianz Event Qualifier
At The Fountains CC - North

February 10
ACE Pre-Qualifier
At Old Corkscrew

February 14
ACE Event Qualifier
At Old Corkscrew

February 23
Honda Pre-Qualifier
At Fountains / Park Ridge / Binks Forest

February 27
Honda Monday Qualifier
At Mayacoo Lakes Cc

march 17-18
junior Tour #2
Presented by the Honda Classic
Supported by Allianz Championship, Club 
Med Golf Academy, Don Law Golf Academy, 
Palm Beach County Sports Commission, The 
Men’s Fun Group at Mirasol, and Titleist
At Miccosukee Golf & CC

MARCH 30
Player Ability Test
At Stoneybrook Golf Club of Estero

upcoming events


